
Tyne Valley MTB newsletter: April 2014
www.tynevalleymtb.co.uk

You can improve mountain biking by being a member of 
Tyne Valley MTB 

Checking out (and dismissing) a diagonal bridleway ford south of Alwinton 
in mid February 

Hello members of Tyne Valley MTB and interested people,
This is the Spring 2014 edition of the Tyne Valley MTB club newsletter. The early 
Spring weather dried out the trails surprisingly well but they have returned to being 
really wet and muddy again (but not as wet as they still are in Somerset). The 
winter months have been put to good use applying for funding and planning what to 
spend it on as this newsletter will confirm. Do please contact me if you need to 
know more about anything that follows or you wish to make any comments.    
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1. Tyne Valley MTB Membership 2014

2013 rates for club membership remain the same. 

Adults: £10 / under 16s in education & unemployed: £5
2 adults in the same household: £12 in total

 
New members: Please send your cheque made out to Tyne Valley MTB to:

Tyne Valley MTB, C/o Peth Head Cottage, Juniper, HEXHAM, NE47 0LA

Or make a bank transfer to Lloyds Bank Hexham: s/c 30-94-19 a/c 18207260.

Please kindly send an email to info@tvmtb@yahoo.co.uk to advise payment has 
been made 

New members are welcome and it’s HUGELY important that existing 
members renew their membership to sustain the route development work 
the club is undertaking on YOUR behalf.

NOTE: The club’s website is fairly static but serves us well in regard to 
funding applications and for first time enquirers. Thanks go to David 
Grundey for making changes when requested. A Facebook account would 
be useful but this takes someone’s time to feed and respond to.

2. Tyne Valley MTB route projects in 2014

The proposed Sandstone Way MTB route which I have been working on for Tyne 
Valley MTB for over 3 years is still a frustrating work in progress but at long last it is 
heading towards a soft launch in late spring. This means the route will be available 
to ride supported by a website and hopefully a route map. 

Northumberland National Park Authority (NNPA) stepped in to support implementing 
the route and to apply for funding to the value of £18,000 from Defra to do this 
which had to be match-funded. This has been achieved with grants from NNPA and 
Northumberland Coast AONB to which our £5,000 already secured and in the Tyne 
Valley MTB projects account for the map was added. All this has taken time and 
thanks must go to NNPA for all their assistance.  
 
All the conditions asked of me by Northumberland County Council Rights of Way 
guys, who have been very supportive, have been met. The most time consuming 
was a requirement to visit and inform every landowner who the route affected in 
any way between Berwick on Tweed and Hexham and this has now been completed. 
All preparation work over the 3 years has been done at personal expense.
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The delay in implementation has been caused by Defra being overly cautious and 
asking for the same information several times over the last 4 months. At last the 
funding has been ratified and is now at the stage where nothing can be spent until 
every piece of documentation is in place and triple checked. Once this has 
happened then 5 tenders will be issued to bring the route to readiness for opening. 
The 5 elements are….
Mapping / signing & waymarking / route infrastructure / website / en route business 
support & training

Two further elements are relevant – Rights of way improvements and route use 
monitoring but the latter won’t come into effect until 2015.   

I hope to lead a supported ride of the route over the Spring Bank Holiday weekend – 
see page 5
Map and website sponsors are actively being sought so all suggestions are 
welcome. 

Best keep an eye on http://www.cyclepad.org.uk/listing/The-Sandstone-Way or 
contact Ted.

Additional info: I understand the nucleus attending the first meeting of Cycling 
Northumberland - a new forum formed to develop cycling in Northumberland - 
agreed that the Sandstone Way route would become an exemplar to demonstrate 
how private enterprise, working on a largely sustainable funding basis, could 
manage a long distance linear cycle route in the county and go some way to 
awaken the sleeping giant which cycle tourism has become through lack of 
management.

FYI: The Borderlands Cycle Route – one for the roadies
 This is a new route for road bikes between Carlisle and Berwick on Tweed via 
Longtown, Newcastleton, Bonchester Bridge, Kirk Yetholm, Millfield or Wooler and 
Norham. It uses wonderfully quiet minor roads and passes through beautiful scenery 
for its entire length of 105 miles. 

If the three relevant local authorities could possibly get their heads round it, this 
new route could be implemented quickly and cheaply even before the Tour de 
France cycle race visits Yorkshire in early July by which time there will be an 
explosion of publicity and profiling for cycling like the UK has seen before.

3. High profile fund raising events 2014

At our AGM in February it was reported that the North Pennines MTB 
Marathon would take place on the 19th July 2014 to raise money for cycling 
projects in our area. It is being organised for the club by members Paul 
Marshall and Roy Nicholson. 

3

http://www.cyclepad.org.uk/listing/The-Sandstone-Way


Volunteers to help beforehand and on the day are required! Please 
try to find time to help make this event successful and profitable. 
Offers to Paul or Ted please – update below.    

Progress  is being  made  with  the  setting  up of  the  inaugural  North  Pennines  Mountain  Bike  
Marathon.  All  relevant  landowners  have  been  informed  and  we're  in discussions  with  them  
to  figure  out  the  finer  details  of the  most  suitable  route.  Garrigill  Village  Hall  is booked  for  
the  event  HQ and  Blencarn  Village  Hall  will  be our  outpost  and  part- way  feed  station.  We 
met  with  Garrigill  Village  Hall  Committee  last  week  to  talk  through  the  event  to  discuss the  
arrangements  including  catering  and  entertainment  for  the  Saturday  night  post- ride  party.

We will  have  the  event  registered  with  British  Cycling  and  the  website  setup  for  entries  
imminently.  At  the  moment  we only  have  a couple  of  sponsors,  but  once  it’s  all  live,  I'll  be 
contacting  as many  potential  sponsors  as possible  for  assistance  with  the  event,  and  spot-
prizes  to  give  out.  Hopefully  the  appeal  of the  fact  we're  raising  money  for  good  causes will  
encourage  them  to  be generous.  To recap,  profits  form  the  event  will  go to  the  Tyne  Valley  
Mountain  Bike  Club  to  invest  in local  trail  development,  we'll  be donating  to  the  Garrigill  
Village  appeal  to  buy  a defibrillator,  and  obviously  we'll  be sending  customers  to  local  
businesses  in the  area.

We still  need  volunteers  to  help  out.  Already  Glen Graham  has answered  the  call  and  gone  
on a recce  up  past  Tynehead  to  investigate  the  state  of  the  trails  up  there.  Anyone  else who  
fancies  a bit  of exploring  should  please  get  in touch.  WE NEED YOUR HELP PLEASE
 
Thanks  for  getting  involved!             Paul & Roy

4. Routes, rides & tours in 2014
Evening, day and weekend rides 
Wednesday evening route clearing and drainage sessions will take place on the 9th 
April– venue close to Hexham. Please bring loppers, a shovel or spade and clear 
plastic specs for eye protection. 

Wednesday evening rides will start on the 16th April with notification by email – 
probably riding in DHW.   

Weekly evening rides will continue on Thursday evenings co-ordinated by Ali Tye 
all starting at 7pm. Please let Ali know if you want to receive ride info by email from 
Ali.  

Day rides & Half day Sunday rides take place according to demand and are 
regularly advertised  

Weekend trips will be held according to demand - see below for two options. 

Future rides generally - please contact Tyne Valley MTB organiser (Ted) if you 
fancy a particular route or if you would like to lead a ride.  Please confirm 
with Ted if you are able to attend the work session. 
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Ravenglass to Ambleside: 16th (evening), 17th & 18th May 
2014

Tyne Valley MTB weekend tour

Choice of 2 grades & 2 paces – two overnights at Coniston 
YH = kit-free cycling 

Advance booking necessary for logistical reasons 

 
It’s a flexible plan to suit a range of abilities which will optimise the MTB route 
potential – all we need is 2 fine days! If it’s wet we’ll probably ride the Grisedale 
Forest trails and save the Eskdale ride for better weather.                                      
[Green = easy / brown = for the fit & the fast]
 
Have a think and let Ted know by 5th April for bed-booking. The club has YHA 
group membership. 

REMEMBER! Two route options and two paces – same 2 overnights at Coniston 
for all

Exploratory rides in Cumbria – date TBC but possibly over Easter 
weekend or the early May BH  
 
Inauguration ride of the Sandstone Way 
24th to 26th May – Berwick on Tweed to Hexham with support vehicle for 
baggage transfer. 

Contact Ted if you are interested in joining any of the above rides

The Club annual Alps tour is planned for mid August 2013
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Tyne Valley MTB: Great Alpine Chain Route – 
2014 

MTB Alps 
2014 

8 ride days

Austria:
Gastein Tal to 
Hinterstoder

Friday 15/08 to Sunday 
24/08 

This year we plan to fly from Manchester to Munich airport then stop over to ride 
at Leogang* en route over the Gross Glockner Pass to complete sections we 
missed riding in 2013. We then head into the Dachstein range of mountains 
which we circumnavigate rather than cross due to its glacier and high craggy 
profile. We then wend our way through this very picturesque area riding selected 
sections of the Dachstein MTB Loop Tour to end our 2014 tour ideally placed for 
where in 2015 we will start in our final leg of the Great Alpine Chain route by 
MTB between Geneva and Vienna. Our last night will also place us relatively 
close to the motorway which will take us back to Munich airport for the flight 
back to Manchester. NB. All days are planned to be door to door riding although 
2 days will involve a transfer by minibus at some point. As ever our overnights 
will be memorable.

Ruth Marlee has agreed to cheerfully drive the support minibus once again for 
our 2014 tour. We were most grateful to Graham Vickers and Steve Hanson for 
stepping in at short notice to cover for Ruth when she became (really) ill just 
prior to the 2013 tour. 

Alps 2014 proposed itinerary                  / Green = booked Blue = 
awaiting confirmation 
Date Route Overnigh

ts
Wed 
13/08

Evening – Ted to collect & load minibus Wed 13/08

Thur 
14/08

Ted and Ruth drive minibus with bikes and luggage 
to Munich 

En route

Fri 
15/08

Meet riders at Munich airport who fly ex Manchester – 
drive 3 hours to Leogang / Saalfelden

Pension 
Tannenh
of

Sat 
16/08

Ride trail centre routes (*urls below table) until 2pm 
then minibus over the Gross Glockner Pass (2572m) 
with optional big descent from the Gross Glockner 
Glacier (2400m) if time permits to Heiligenblut 

Heiligenb
lut YH
(1290m)

Sun 
17/08

Ride to the Fraganter Hut (2013) then down to 
Flattach; minibus up to the head of the Mallnitz 
valley (2013) and ride / push over the col (2448m) to 
descend to Bad Gastein (870m) – all missed in 2013

Bad 
Gastein 
YH
A full day

Mon1
8/ 08

Easy valley route then lift up to 1937m (how high 
tbc); high traverse, drop down to Grossarl; up and 

Jugendho
tel 
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down again then easy trail to Wagrain Wiederke
hr 

Tues 
19/08

Lift to ride Mozart trail^ lift up to continue main route 
down into next valley; up and down pleasantly to 
Radstadt; up to Rossbrand (1770m) 

Radstadt
er Hut

Wed 
20/08

Down to Filzmoos then lots of tree-lined up & down to 
Gosau 

Gosau YH

Thur 
21/08

Steady & easy up then cross country trails down to 
RV at Bad Goisern. Up to Ewige Wand ledge route 
then back down to Bad Goisern followed by an 
undulating trail to Hallstatt; take ferry to Obertraun  

Obertrau
n YH

Fri 
22/08

Starting with a climb, take long interesting route to 
Bad Mittendorf then via 1 chair lift tbc (or road) up to 
Tauplitzalm (1700m)

Tauplitzal
m NFH

Sat 
23/08

Thru’ the mountains; shortish steep up to 1741m 
then much longer down for 1000m; along the valley 
to Hinterstoder (840m)

Hintersto
der YH

Sun 
24/08

Minibus to Munich; flight to Manchester – Ted, Angus 
& Ruth drive back to England

Sun 24/08

Mon 
25/08

Drive back to the UK Mon 25/08

Tues 
28/08

Return minibus Tues 
28/08

*http://www.salzburgerland.com/en/trendsport/bike-parks/bikepark-leogang.html
^http://www.salzburgerland.com/en/trendsport/bike-parks/mountainbikepark-
wagrain.html

7 club members who rode the 2013 have rebooked to ride the 2014 the tour and we 
welcome Graham Patton who jumped at the chance to take up the last vacant place. 

If enough riders are keen, it may well be possible to organise a second Alpine tour in 
September 2015 to one of the best areas in the world for mountain biking which we rode 
through two summers ago. Please let Ted know if you are interested. A second Alps tour in 
2015 will need to be forward planned. 
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Sample route sections from our 2012 Alps tour
5. TVMTB: Working for you in 2014

The following meetings and / or commitments are attended / undertaken on your 
behalf:

• Northumberland Joint Local Access Forum 
• Northumberland Rights of Way Liaison Group 
• Northumberland Joint Access Users Group
• North Pennines Access & Recreation Advisory Group 
• Various relevant Parish Councils meetings 
• Public Inquiries – new access
• Prudhoe Green Infrastructure Group  
• Archival research at Woodhorn County Records office
• International Mountain Biking Association
• Dukeshousewood – user conflict resolution PLEASE DON’T RIDE THE PATHS 

WHEN IT’S MUDDY AND BE AWARE OF, AND CONSIDERATE TO, ALL OTHER 
USERS AT ALL TIMES!

Funding for cycling projects continues to be applied for. 

6. News & Views

a) The proposed Acomb ‘Rails to Trails’ application is still ongoing and should 
result in a Hexham-centred 3 Do-in-a-day MTB routes map this summer. TVMTB is 
working closely with numerous community groups to bring about new access for 
cycling with some success. Egger Ltd has agreed to dedicate a short section of 
disused railway track (DRT) to Bridleway (important if it is to shown on a map) and 
NCC has agreed to do the same on their section. 

Discussions with the principal land agent failed to secure a similar arrangement for 
the section of DRT between the NCC land and underneath the A69 viaduct but 
dedication to Footpath was agreed and gratefully accepted. Landowners have so 
much in their gift but new dedications are rare and always hard work to secure.

The £2,000 TVMTB was awarded in 2003 is still in our Projects account and will go 
towards 2 sets of new cycle route maps – one Hexham-centred and one Prudhoe-
centred once match funding is confirmed. 

Though not TVMTB’s core substance, the first of 3 heritage trails leaflets which is for 
the Acomb loop and coincides with one of the rides to be featured on the Hexham-
centred routes map is also in train and should be published by the summer. The two 
initiatives are strongly linked so it make sense for us to be pro-active in this way.

The cunning plan!
The map below shows the riverside at Acomb but also Acomb Long Wood which is 
owned by NCC which is currently permissive for the public to use on foot, cycle and 
horseback. The blue dashed line represents an alignment through Long Wood which 
is separate to the well-walked footpath. The proposal is to direct MTBers along the 
more central alignment represented by the blue line. 
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TVMTB has been given permission to build a few features to make the ride fun for 
all ages. The plan is to involve local youngsters (and oldsters) in designing and 
constructing these this year. We will need volunteers! 

These route sections will be featured in the new map guide but unfortunately the 
route under the viaduct will still not be legal to ride. 

b) The CTC is leading the lobbying for suitable footpaths to be used legally 
with the same access rights as Bridleways – for more info see 
http://www.ctc.org.uk/campaigning/views-and-briefings/public-footpaths-england-
wales and for more info on access see 
http://www.ctc.org.uk/campaign_policies/category/820

c) Claiming old Rights of Way
Our last newsletter featured this consideration and a further club member has 
shown interest in putting some time aside to learning how to do this. It’s a 
fascinating but complex process which is in all our interests – basically, there are 
many old rights of access buried in the archives which will be lost for ever unless 
claimed by 2026. This would be a huge loss and its down to our generation to work 
for future generations.  

An example of a claim for Cambo Bridle Road can be found at 
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http://committees.northumberland.gov.uk/aksnorthumberland/images/att17855.pdf

….and shows just how much research is required but it will be a long route if the 
claim is successful. The map showing the claimed route is on page 13. If you can 
contribute any time to this thoroughly worthwhile project then please get in touch 
with Ted.   

d) Old maps 
This brilliant link http://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/ was sent to us by Sue Rogers our 
pro-active access colleague in the British Horse Society (BHS) and it is free!   For 
anyone interested in maps, this will provide many happy hours of browsing before 
you even visit Woodhorn for the first time.  

Sue says “Many, if not all of the routes which any of us have sent in applications for 
are shown on these maps and many more that are (marked on my maps as 
potential routes).  This will help us see where there are historic routes but it doesn’t 
necessarily mean that we will be able to find enough weighty evidence to produce a 
successful application but it should help.”

e) Trail news from elsewhere
Good news for the Peak District to make us all jealous – see 
http://www.ukhillwalking.com/news/item.php?id=68276

Bad news to make us all careful – see http://www.ukhillwalking.com/news/item.php?
id=68333

This is probably the best route I know in England to prepare for riding MTB in the 
Alps and this is why! Thanks to club member Alan Mitcham for sending in these two 
news items. 

f) Clean trails 
The environment we travel through when we mountain biked is extremely fragile 
and it is our responsibility to minimize the impact of our presence. "Take only 
photographs and leave nothing but happy memories” is the best maxim. Please 
therefore dispose of wrappers thoughtfully and toilet paper by burying or burning or 
placing in the proper receptacle.

 
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?
v=685953544790988&set=vb.345457495507263&type=2&theater

g) Influencing access in nationally owned forests
We fought hard two years ago to protect public access to publicly owned forests 
(well I did on your behalf) and now how they are to be managed and used is being 
consulted on. It’s always worth responding to these consultations as the outcomes 
affect the very activities we love doing. The link   to the Influencing the Future of 
Forestry Questionnaire is… 

https://englandconsult.forestry.gov.uk/forest-districts/stakeholder-engagement-in-
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the-public-forest-estate/consult_view

The opening page describes the latest stage of thought by the government 
regarding the planning future of our forests. We have the opportunity to shape a 
pilot project in the East of England which will have national ramifications.

7. Other

1. It’s just been announced The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) has awarded 
£1.7m to the Allen Valleys Landscape Initiative to regenerate both valleys 
through heritage projects. TVMTB provided input into access issues 
particularly in regard to bridleways and we are encouraged to believe we will 
be involved making a difference in this respect once things get underway.

Thanks must go to all involved at North Pennines AONB and the local 
community for progressing this. 

2. We wish the new community group well who has committed to raise a large 
sum of money to finance taking Dukeshousewood (DHW) into community 
ownership. TVMTB understands that if the bid to buy the sections of DHW 
shown on the map below, MTB-ing will remain in the frame. However, TVMTB 
will be proactive to ensure our right to enjoy our sport there will be 
safeguarded and done in such a way that conflict with other users is reduced 
to nil (ideally).  

3. Wheel size!
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What will you go for when you next replace your bike? I’m not tecky as most 
of you well know but the trade says that 3 wheel sizes would not be 
impractical; 26” wheels will be phased out eventually and whilst 29 niners 
are good ‘rollers’ (I’m told) they do have their limitations so 27.5 will become 
the standard norm in due course. This is because they provide the best of 
both worlds and are therefore a happy medium (as opposed to a cheerful 
clairvoyant). 

See http://www.bikeroar.com/articles/an-introduction-to-650b-27-5-wheels for 
a different view 

STOP PRESS!
Following the Review of Cycling in Northumberland* (2013), Cycling 
Northumberland has been formed to progress cycling in Northumberland. 
This is long overdue. Cycling is of interest to lots of agencies, bodies, 
groups and individuals but the responsibility of no body – literally. The 
NCC transport team is responsible for infrastructure (signed routes) but 
has no interest in the wider picture. Northumberland Tourism is interested 
in the tourism potential but has no remit or capacity to create and manage 
‘products’. Mountain biking has been developed really well by FC at 
Kielder but outwith Kielder & Hamsterley, the potential is to improve the 
offer remains unfulfilled.  

*http://www.cyclepad.org.uk/files/RecreationalCyclingCycleTourismInNorthumberlan
d2013.pdf 

http://www.cyclepad.org.uk/listing/Appendix-Parts-for-Northumberland-Cycling-
Report-1

http://www.cyclepad.org.uk/listing/Apendices-for-Northumberland-Cycling-Report
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Thanks must go to Northumberland Tourism and Cycle PaD for taking the 
initiative to address this.  

Finally!
PLEASE provide your support where it can make a difference - you 
can’t renovate a house if you stay on the outside just occasionally 
looking in through the windows (even if all you enjoy doing is just 
playing in the garden)! 

Please contact Ted for more info about anything in this 
newsletter

Remember, if you ride – you need to support & 
build

Here’s wishing you all a healthy an active Summer 
& lots of good peddlin’

Ted Liddle
Tyne Valley MTB - Voluntary Organiser  
01434 673038
tvmtb@yahoo.co.uk / www.tynevalleymtb.co.uk

You will improve mountain biking by being a member of 
Tyne Valley MTB 

Without access there is no mountain 
biking!

   More cycling Info!  

 
Nothing will change the status quo for cycling unless local authorities 
start to do things differently in order to actually make it safer and 
easier for people to cycle for all types of reason – for utility, health and 
wellbeing and for recreational and tourism reasons.  
 
“Despite the clear need for radical infrastructure improvements, local authority 
planners remained narrow and risk averse” Graham Titchener: Tour de France 
legacy officer
 
 
Peak Park Cycling Strategy 
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The Peak National Park is the oldest of the National Parks touching four regions 
and surrounded by five cities. In 2011, the DfT allocated £2.25m to create 
railway trails to which the recent Linking Places Fund added £5m. The Peak Park 
aspires to be one of UK’s great places to cycle.
 
The Peak Park authority analysed it’s market position and evolved a Strategy 
with the themes of increasing the cycle network, providing a welcome for cycle 
users, promoting the cycling experience and developing sustainable transport 
packages.
 
The evolution of the Strategy and its detailed Action Plan can be see at 
https://docs.google.com/viewer?
a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxub3J0aGVybmN5Y2xlZm9ydW1
8Z3g6MWQyOTcyNDZlY2EyZDY2
 
- The Peak Park authority had appeared unwilling in the past to take on 4x4 
driving but would seek Traffic Restriction Orders where damage was occurring;
- The Peak Park’s strategy to encourage sustainable travel would remain “more 
carrot than stick”.
 
 
TdF legacy
https://docs.google.com/viewer?
a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxub3J0aGVybmN5Y2xlZm9ydW1
8Z3g6NjFmMzZmZTE1M2EzN2EyZA
 
 The biggest event Yorkshire is ever likely to see
 
Television audience of over 3 billion with 188 countries broadcasting the tour
 
2,000 journalists from 35 countries attend the tour (based in Leeds)
 
5,000 hotel rooms needed each night just for the teams, staff and media
 
On average, spectators travel 130kms to see the race spending 6 hours at the 
roadside  
 
2 million people estimated to watch the race live in Yorkshire - 30% will be 
women
 
Support/sponsor vehicles:  Le Tour will have over 180 sponsor vehicles and be a 
huge carnival-like event in its own right.  38% who come to see the tour come 
just for the procession!  
 
The riders average 25 mph over the course of approx 120 miles taking under 5 
hours to complete it
 
9 helicopters filming the race in the air all the time
 
There will be 10,000 Tour-makers Volunteers / an estimated £100m will be spent 
over the 4 UK days 
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